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SAREA ASSESSMENT  

                   ARTIFICIAL CLIMBING STRUCTURE SUPERVISOR 

 

Candidate’s name: .....................................…….... Location: …………………………………. 

Assessor/s name/s: …………………………………………………………………………………. Date: 

…. /.... /…. Time started: ...........….... Time finished: .........…. ….. (Time allowed: 4hrs) 

 
Please note: 

• The SAREA ARTIFICIAL CLIMBING STRUCTURE SUPERVISOR Award is not a VET award. It is recognition of 
competence, according to the SAREA guidelines that the candidate demonstrated skills, experience and knowledge 
required to perform the role of Artificial Climbing Structure Supervisor. 

• It does not endorse the candidate to undertake rock climbing guiding in a cliff environment. 

• Supervisors remain responsible for the safety of the group.  

• SAREA ratios for artificial climbing structures are 1 guide to 2 belay systems. With the addition of a competent assistant 3 
belay systems in use, and with 2 competent assistants 4 belay systems in use. This ratio may be relaxed where the 
climbers and belayers are highly experienced and competent. 

• All equipment for this assessment must be provided by the candidate, unless otherwise arranged.  

• Your assessment may be immediately concluded if you fail to maintain the personal safety of yourself or any person under 

     your direct supervision. 

• If this is your final assessment, you must not conduct yourself as a qualified SAREA ARTIFICIAL CLIMBING 
STRUCTURE SUPERVISOR until your assessments, logbook and first aid certificate have been sighted and approved by 
the SAREA Assessors & Advisors Panel, and you have been subsequently notified by the Coordinating Assessor. 

 
 
I have read and understood the above information: ……….…………………………. (Candidate’s Signature) 

 
 
Assessment Outline: 
 
Prior to assessment the candidate is to supply the assessor with the following documents: 
 

• Wall Operations Manual, Wall Use Record Book and SOP including Risk Management Plan. 

• Session Plan for 2-hour artificial climbing wall episode. 

• Equipment list. 

• Incident response plan. 

• Wall inspection evidence. 

• First aid kit or location 

 

Personal Skills and Rescue Assessment (2 out of 4 hours) 
 

1. Assessor to meet candidate to meet at pre-arranged location. Candidate supplies all personal and rescue 
equipment needed. Conduct pre-assessment checks (if safety items are missing, such as the candidate’s first 
aid kit, the assessment may be cancelled). Knowledge and terminology assessment must be submitted prior to 
the day. 

2. Set up wall from storage mode, including setting up belay system used. 

3. Provide safety briefing and conduct safety checks before undertaking top rope climbing with peers with a variety 
of belay devices.  

4. Respond the following top rope scenarios:  

• Whilst setting up a top rope it pulls through to the knot, requiring re-setting. Re-set the top rope. This could be 
talked through with operation manual. 
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• The belay device is jammed, and the climber is halfway up the wall. With the use of a load releasing (LR) prusik, 
replace the belay device, then reload a new belay device and lower the climber to the ground. 

• The climber has fallen and jammed a body part. Raise the climber 30cm and then lower the climber, with the use 
of LR Prusik with body weight, and then a group pull.  

• There is a need to tighten a hold on the top of the wall. Ascend on Self Belay Top Rope to the top of the wall and 
then descend back to ground (SAREA requires if working on self-belay at any time, you must have a second 
adult present). 

 

5. End of personal skills and rescue assessment. Show the candidate this assessment sheet and discuss all items. 
A pass or fail cannot be advised at this time as it is determined by the SAREA AA Panel and Board, not the 
assessor. You will be notified by the Coordinating Assessor of your result. 

 
 

Group Management Assessment Outline (2 out of 4 hours) 
 

1. Assessor to meet candidate at pre-arranged location, e.g. the reception area of the gym or climbing wall and 
undertake complete preassessment checks, e.g. Evidence of safety inspection of wall, Wall Operations Manual, 
participant risk acknowledgment, first aid kit and medical information.  

2. Candidate meets group (6-8 participants) at an appropriate site near the climbing wall for safety talk and 
equipment briefing.  

3. Candidate moves group to artificial wall environment to set up top rope and bottom belay. Personal safety and 
boundaries explained. 

4. Candidate demonstrates/instructs top rope skills, including belaying, climbing calls and climbing techniques.  

5. After all participants have belayed each other and had one climb conclude the climbing session and pack up. 

6. End of assessment. Show the candidate this assessment sheet and discuss all the items. A pass or fail cannot be 
advised at this time as it is determined by the SAREA AA Panel and Board, not the assessor. Candidates will be 
notified by the Coordinating Assessor of the result. 

 
Personal Skills Assessment 
 

1. Pre-assessment checks.  

(Includes verification of compliance of wall to Australian Standards such as an engineer’s 

certificate.) 

 

1.1. Knowledge and terminology assessment….…………………….................................................... 

1.2. Readily accessible first aid kit and phone……………………………………………….….…........... 

1.3. Appropriate climbing equipment, with known history………………………………….….…………. 

1.4. Appropriate footwear and attire…………………………………......................................................

 

Comments: 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

2. Bottom belay top rope belaying. 

 

2.1. Safety checks carried out prior to use of equipment ……………………………………………..….

2.2. Checks on all knots and connections, including tape knots if relevant……………………….……. 

2.3. Safe positioning of belayer………………………………………………….…………………..…....… 

2.4. Discuss direct/indirect belay systems and understand pros/cons of each……….………………... 

2.5. Safety of climber and belayer maintained at all times…………………………….…………………. 

2.6. Anchors and system are set up to facilitate escaping…………………………………………….….

 

2.7. Scenario A:  Re-set rope that has pulled through………………………………………………….… 

2.7.1. Carried out in an efficient manner……………………………………………….…...………….… 
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2.7.2. Communication maintained……………………………………………………….….…………..… 

2.7.3. Personal safety maintained…………………………………………………….…….………….….

 

2.8. Scenario B: The belay device is jammed. Release and replace the belay device: then lower  

the climber back to ground……………….……………………..………………………...................... 

2.8.1. Release of belay and lower carried out in an efficient and timely manner…………….……… 

 

2.8.2. Minimal lowering of climber during belay device release……………………………….………. 

2.8.3. Communication maintained……………………………………………………..…….............…… 

2.8.4. Personal safety maintained……………………………………………………………..…………..

 

2.9. Scenario C. The climber has fallen and jammed a body part. Raise the climber 30cm and  

        then lower the climber. Demonstrated with Load Releasing Prusik and then ‘Group Pull’ …..... 

2.9.1. Raise and lower carried out in an efficient and timely manner…………………….…………... 

2.9.2. Communication maintained……………………………………………………………………...… 

2.9.3. Personal safety maintained………………………………………………………....……………...

 

2.10. Scenario D. The wall has a loose hold.  Self-belay, ascend to the top of the wall, tighten  

         the hold and then descend, making sure they have an adult observer at all times.………......... 

2.10.1. Ascend and descend carried out in an efficient and timely manner………….…..….……….. 

2.10.2. Safety while climbing always maintained………….……………….………..………………..…. 

2.10.3. Communication maintained………………………………………….…….………..…………….. 

2.10.4. Personal safety maintained………………………………………..……………….……………... 

 

Comments:  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………...…. 

 

3. Climbing knowledge 

 

3.1. Candidate can describe a range of climbing techniques. Suggested techniques may include 

but are not limited to the following: Three points of contact; using extended arms for rests; 

edging; smearing; range of finger grips; jamming; mantel; counterforce; under cling; stemming; 

bridging; layback; face climbing; traversing and over-hangs……………….………………………. 

3.2. Harnesses………………………………………………………………………….…………….….. 

3.3. Ropes – static and dynamic……………………………………………………………………..… 

3.4. Prusiks, tapes and slings….…………………………………………………………………..…… 

3.5. Carabiners……………………………………………………………………………………..……. 

3.6. Belay devices…………………………………………………………………………………..…… 

3.7. Working knowledge of strengths and limitations of equipment……………..…………………. 

3.8. Care and maintenance of nylon equipment, including such aspects as contaminants, 

stitching and fraying; stepping on ropes, UV damage, storage, coiling ropes, working life of 

nylon, safety inspection procedures……………………………………………...……………………. 

3.9. Specific OHS issues associated with setting up and packing down climbing wall such as 

        wall log, ground anchor inspection, mats, curtains, tying off draw cords, etc.………………. 

3.10. Specific knowledge of appropriate floor impact attenuation methods for artificial climbing              

          walls……………………………………………………………….……………………………….. 

3.11. Pre-climbing check, tighten holds appropriately and avoiding dropping of tools………..…. 

3.12. Care and maintenance of hardware such as dropping from height, moving parts, wear 

         and tear and contaminants………………………………………………………………………. 
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Comments: 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

4. Climbing Skills 

 

4.1. Ability to top rope satisfactorily………………………………………………………………… 

4.2. Ability to belay using belay device such including tube device, assisted-braking belay      

       device…………………………………………………………………………..…………………  

4.3. Communicates effectively using standard climbing calls…………………………………… 

 

Comments: 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 

5. Rope Set Up Knowledge 

 

5.1. Working knowledge of knots including figure of 8; figure of 8 on the bight; alpine butterfly; 

clove hitch; double fisherman’s; tape knot; prusik(s)…… ………….……………………………. 

5.2. Understanding of anchor set-ups for safe top roping…………………………………..……. 

5.3. Working knowledge of safe anchor system(s) for belayers including alternatives for  

       ground anchors………………………………………………………………………………..….





 

5.4. Safety inspection procedures for knots, carabiners, connections and harness…………… 

5.5. Knowledge of re-instating top rope climbing set-ups…………………………………………. 

 

Comments: 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………….……………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

 

 

 

Group Management Assessment 

 

6. Group Safety - Behavior management  

 

6.1. Overview of the activity, expectations and boundaries……………………………………….. 

6.2. Demonstrates ability to conduct aspects of a safety brief and relevant incident 

       response procedures…………………………………………………………………………..…. 

6.3. Instructs in safe practices for communication, tying in, belaying, lowering and climbing.… 

6.4. Maintains constant supervision and corrections as required………………………...………. 

6.4. Maintains overall supervision of group………………………………………………….……… 

 

Comments: 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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7. Supervision of Belaying 

 

7.1. Safety checks prior to climbing…………………………………………………………………… 

7.2. Ability to provide regular and appropriate feedback………………………………...…………. 

7.3. Effective use of back up belay…………………………………………………….…………..…. 

 

Comments: 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………….……………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

 

 

 

Assessor’s comments on assessment: 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………… 

 

I hereby state that this is a true and fair assessment: 

 

Assessor’s Signature: ……………………………… Candidate’s Signature: ………………………… 
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APPENDIX 
 

Assessment information: 
 
1. Candidate completes minimum experience requirement as outlined below and demonstrates competency to a SAREA 

guide or instructor (any level) tying in, belaying with a range of belay devices, conducting safety checks, tying relevant 

knots (Prusiks, figure of 8 on the bight and re-threaded, clove hitch, alpine butterfly, bow-line, tape knot & double 

fisherman’s). 

2. Candidate completes SAREA ARTIFICIAL CLIMBING STRUCTURE SUPERVISOR training course.  

3. Candidate completes ARTIFICIAL CLIMBING STRUCTURE SUPERVISOR workbook, and completes experiential 

logbook (minimum 20 climbs (10 may be outdoor), 20 belaying episodes (indoor or outdoor), and 20 hours assistant 

instruction (10 hours may be outdoor) and sends to SAREA via email at: info@sarea.org.au.  

4. Direct deposit for the sum of $250 to be paid to SAREA notifying SAREA of payment and request for assessment.  

Direct Deposit details: SA Rockclimbing Education Assoc Inc 
BSB: 105-900 ACC NO: 960450640 
5. Coordinating Assessor will advise next available assessment date. 

6. Application is checked by SAREA Assessor & Adviser Panel and SAREA Board is notified; 

7. Completed assessment document tabled to SAREA AA Panel for decision and then to Board for final decision. 

8. Candidate notified of the outcome and certificate sent if successful or advised of supplementary assessment 

requirements. 

Award Scope: 
 
The ARTIFICIAL CLIMBING STRUCTURE SUPERVISOR assessment verifies that the candidate is deemed competent to 
carry out the following duties: 
1. Provide advice for artificial climbing wall top rope climbing. 
2. Review site safety inspection reports and conduct site safety inspection for each climbing session. 
2. Set up all artificial climbing wall in preparation for top rope climbing. 
3. Tie participants in appropriately and conduct safety checks. 
4. Instruct participants to maximum of 2 belays, with an additional belay if 1 competent assistant and a further additional 
belay with 2 competent assistants. 
5. Supervise group management; 
6. Comply with OHS&W and risk management guidelines; 
7. Provide advice regarding care of equipment; 
8. Conduct simple rescues in an artificial climbing wall environment 
 
SAREA AA Panel Checks 
 

• ARTIFICIAL CLIMBING STRUCTURE GUIDE workbook 

• Log book of >20 climbs and >20 hours of assisting instruction submitted 

• Cheque or deposit of $250 made to SAREA. 

 

mailto:info@sarea.org.au

